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Friday, Oct. 21, 2021

Dear BPS Staff/Families,

This week, I would like to share with you an update on the water remedia�on work done in the District as well as our 

planned next steps. Each building was tested for Legionella and remediated as necessary over the summer months 

while less ac�vity was occurring in the buildings. Buildings where Legionella was detected con�nue to be treated by 

water experts. While not all facili�es are clear of Legionella at this �me, our work will con�nue un�l the water quality 

issues are resolved. 

The summer water remedia�on process focused on hyperchlorina�on of the cold and hot water systems to both stop 

and control bacterial contamina�on. This treatment was more aggressive and comprehensive than previous 

hyperchlorina�on treatments that focused on the hot water plumbing systems only. Addi�onal disinfec�on, thermal 

flushing and filters were used as targeted remedia�on in areas with persistent Legionella detec�ons. Learn more 

about Legionella through the FAQ at the bo�om of this email. 

Using water in the buildings is an important step for maintaining high quality water in our school buildings. With the 

mi�ga�on strategies described below in place, it is important to con�nue using the water as normal to keep the water 

moving within every school building. Masks are a mi�ga�on measure that should be taken by anyone in a facility s�ll 

being treated for Legionella. 

Moving forward, the District will con�nue to test sites in the District and remediate as necessary, working with the 

Oakland County Health Division to ensure all remedia�on plans meet safeguards to mi�gate Legionella exposure. As a 

note, the tes�ng process takes a minimum of 14 days from the �me a sample is collected un�l results are provided to 

us. All of our completed results have been shared and will con�nue to be shared on our website at 

www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/water. Below, you will find a summary of the current status of our buildings. 

Building Status

Seaholm High School/Adult Transi�on Center/Lincoln Street Alterna�ve have shown that the chlorine treatment has 

been effec�ve in reducing Legionella. Outstanding remedial ac�vi�es include changing the filter at one hydra�on 

sta�on, replacing the kitchen sprayer and replacing 2-bathroom faucets, and con�nued flushing to maintain water 

quality throughout the building. At this �me, individuals at Seaholm are asked to use water from home or provided 

bo�led water as we con�nue to sample sites that were previously unavailable during construc�on in the facility over 

the summer. Masks should con�nue to be worn in the building as an added measure. Once results are returned and 

reviewed, these mi�ga�on measures will be reevaluated. 
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Groves High School test results over the summer indicated that further work is needed. With several loca�ons with 

Legionella Pneumophila, BPS and Arch Environmental con�nue to work with the Oakland County Health Division. 

Current remedia�on methods include weekly flushing and science lab site tes�ng. At this �me, individuals at Groves 

are asked to use water from home or provided bo�led water for drinking. Masks should con�nue to be worn in the 

building as an added measure. Once results are returned and reviewed, this mi�ga�on measure will be reevaluated. 

Birmingham Covington School (BCS) has shown that the chlorine treatment has been effec�ve in controlling and 

reducing Legionella. Addi�onal remedia�on was conducted at three loca�ons. Post-treatment sampling confirmed 

that three loca�ons needed addi�onal treatment and Legionella Pneumophila was detected. A water heater was 

removed and fixtures replaced, along with the installa�on of new water lines. With the mi�ga�on strategies in place, 

it is important to con�nue using the water as normal to keep the water moving within the building. Water can 

con�nue to be used as normal in this facility. 

Harlan Elementary School has shown that the chlorine treatment has been effec�ve in reducing and controlling 

Legionella. Remedia�on ac�vi�es included the replacement of two fixtures. Addi�onal samples will be taken from the 

iden�fied areas. Water can con�nue to be used as normal in this facility. 

West Maple Elementary School has shown that the second round of chlorine treatment has been effec�ve in reducing 

and controlling Legionella. Two faucets were replaced following the last round of tes�ng in August. Water can 

con�nue to be used as normal in this facility. 

Quarton Elementary School has shown that the chlorine treatment has been effec�ve in reducing and controlling 

Legionella. The second floor hydra�on sta�on had an isolated Legionella detec�on and will be replaced as we move 

forward with bond work. The sta�on is out of service and samples will be taken once it is replaced. Water can 

con�nue to be used as normal in this facility. 

Derby Middle School has shown that the chlorine treatment has been effec�ve in reducing and controlling Legionella. 

Addi�onal ac�ons remaining include the replacement of a bo�le filling sta�on as part of the bond work, and the 

replacement of a faucet in the men’s restroom. Water can con�nue to be used as normal in this facility. 

Berkshire Middle School has shown that the chlorine treatment has been effec�ve in reducing and controlling 

Legionella. Addi�onal remedia�on included filters on faucets and the planned replacement of one hydra�on sta�on as 

part of the bond work. Water can con�nue to be used as normal in this facility. 

BPS Maintenance and Facili�es office (Cole Street) has shown that the chlorine treatment has been effec�ve in 

reducing and controlling Legionella. Water can con�nue to be used as normal in this facility. 

Each of the following buildings were sampled for Legionella this summer using a building-wide representa�ve 

sampling plan. Water can con�nue to be used as normal in these facili�es, with the excep�on of the Administra�on 

Center, as noted. All of the samples collected were  nega�ve for Legionella: 

Beverly

Bingham Farms

Environmental Center

Greenfield

Midvale (Early Childhood Center and Next programs)



Pembroke

Pierce

Transporta�on

BPS Educa�on and Administra�on Center* The Administra�on Center is currently following mi�ga�on measures 

enacted at Groves High School, as the buildings share a common plumbing system. 

Sincerely,

Dr. Embekka Roberson 

Superintendent 

FAQ

More informa�on about Legionella is provided below for your reference.

What is Legionella?

Legionella is a bacterium that can cause Legionnaires’ disease, Pon�ac fever, and, more rarely, extra pulmonary 

infec�ons, collec�vely known as Legionellosis. People can get Legionnaires’ disease or Pon�ac fever when they 

breathe in small droplets of water that contain Legionella. Legionella occurs naturally in fresh water environments, 

like lakes and streams. It can become a health concern when it grows and spreads in human-made building water 

systems.*[1] There are many strains of commonly occurring Legionella. Most are considered pathogenic, but most 

disease is caused by Legionella pneumophila, par�cularly serogroup 1. **[2]

*[1] h�ps://www.cdc.gov/legionella/fas�acts.html

**[2] h�ps://www.cdc.gov/legionella/clinicians/disease-specifics.html

Is it safe to be in our buildings?

Precau�ons should be taken when in a BPS facility with Legionella. However, BPS has worked with the Oakland County 

Health Division to ensure remedia�on plans mi�gate the spread of Legionella. Masks are a mi�ga�on measure that 

should be taken by anyone in a facility s�ll being treated for Legionella. Filters have been placed on faucets where 

repeated Legionella detec�ons have been found. In facili�es where drinking water is not available because of 

Legionella, bo�led water is being provided. The District has also ins�tuted mi�ga�on measures in instances where test 

results are s�ll coming in out of an abundance of cau�on. Specific remedia�on work has been shared in the 

descrip�ons above for each building. We have taken these ac�ons to reduce risk in these buildings while we work to 

remediate the problems in the short and long term. 

Why is it okay to wash your hands, but not shower or drink?

People are infected by inhaling aerosols containing Legionella bacteria. Hand washing is allowed and encouraged. 

Wearing a mask during handwashing or tasks with running water is recommended for further safety. Filters have also 

been placed on loca�ons with repeated Legionella detec�ons to further prevent the aerosols from spreading.

Is it safe to drink the water?

The water is not safe to drink in schools where Legionella is not controlled or isolated. BPS has also asked individuals 

to bring water from home or use provided water in facili�es based on water quality in each building. Hydra�on 

Sta�ons (bo�le filling sta�ons) are safe to use unless noted and out of service. They should be used for all drinking 

water in school.
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Are there symptoms to be aware of? 

• Fever (typically between 102-105 degrees) 

• Chills

• Cough 

• Shortness of breath

• Muscle aches 

• Headache

Other common symptoms include: 
• Confusion
• Nausea 
• Diarrhea 
• Chest pain 

How long a�er exposure do symptoms begin?

It takes 2-14 days a�er exposure for symptoms to develop. Talk to your doctor if you believe you were exposed to 

Legionella and develop symptoms such as fever, cough, chills, or muscle aches.

Who can get Legionnaires’ Disease? 

Most healthy people do not get Legionnaires’ disease a�er being exposed to Legionella.

People at highest risk are 50 years and older, as well as those who smoke or have chronic lung disease. Also at risk are 

persons with weakened immune systems, such as people with cancer, diabetes, kidney disease, transplant recipients, 

and those taking certain medica�ons. Seek advice from your medical provider if you have concerns. 

How is Legionnaires’ Disease spread? 

People get Legionnaires’ Disease when they breathe in droplets of water that contain the bacteria. The bacteria are 

not spread from one person to another, so there is no contagious period.

What are the next steps:

BPS will con�nue to test water sites in our facili�es on a regular basis and implement chlorina�on treatments, weekly 

flushing and other remedia�on steps as part of our long term plans. Replacement of faucets, addi�ons of filters and 

replacement of hydra�on sta�ons are also included in our remedia�on steps, when warranted. BPS con�nues to work 

with water experts to remediate current issues and address future concerns. BPS is working with Arch Environmental 

Services and DiHydro in these remedia�on efforts. Water is sampled again at the conclusion of each remedia�on 

treatment to determine effec�veness. All test results are shared at www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/water.  
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